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Historic Preservation: Theory and Practice
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1775 mayor
1789 again chosen mayor.

Speaker of the Pennsylvania Senate in
1792

1785 first president of the Philadelphia
society for promoting agriculture,

Manager of the Pennsylvania hospital

| JOHN HARE Lo
" (JOHN POWEL HARE)
" Bom 1786; Died1856

"the handsomest man ever seen."

Confidant to George & Martha Washington
Political “lobbyist”
“social connector”

Family ties to Philadelphia Politics and
Commerce




Martha Washington
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TROPICAL DISEASES;

MILITARY OPERATIONS

WEST-=INDTIES

BENJAMIN MOSFLEY, M.D.

Voar rmiazeerm, B, Ay

With a population of approximately 55,000 in 1793, Philadelphia was America's largest city, its
capital and its busiest port. The first fatalities appeared in July and the numbers grew steadily.
Victims initially experienced pains in the head, back and limbs accompanied by a high fever.
These symptoms would often disappear, leaving a false sense of security. Shortly, the disease
would announce its return with an even more severe fever and turn the victim's skin a ghastly
yellow while he vomited black clots of blood. Death soon followed as the victim slipped into a
helpless stupor. A good portion of the population, along with members of Congress, President
Washington and his Cabinet, abandoned the city. The disease subsided and finally disappeared
with the arrival of cold weather in November.

From JULY 1793 to NOVEMBER 1793 it is estimated that 4,000 died.
(Mayor Samuel Powel died on September 29, 1793.)




Map with the assistance of Free Library of Philadelphia Map Collection




400 block Spruce St. shows the then Baptist West side, 300 block of 4th St. 1860
church as recently remodeled (now Spruce St.
Synagogue). 1860

Photographs with the assistance of Dr. Paula Spilner




Southwest comer of ptuce and Fourth Street. = Northeast corner of Fourth and Pine Street.
July 1861. June 1861.
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North side of Spruce west of Fifth Street. Southeast corner of Spruce and Third Street.
August 1861. June 1861.
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féward South Street
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Phbtograph from STILL PHILADELPHIA, A bhotogréphic': History




Realty Reqistry(1927/ 1928)

246 South 3rd. Street
Purchased by Wolf Klebancsky on May 1899
$9,400

242 & 244 South 3rd. Street
Purchased by Wolf Klebansky on May 1903
$23,000

With the kind assistance ofHarry Boonin



Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive




;, WOLF KLEBANSKY
{IMPORTER' AND DEALER'IN
N HORSEHAIR

Thlnk you'! that this np~to—date busi-
SR s-lik. sign would strike the casual
pObserver as appropriate when displayed
jover the front door of the house ln
,whlch George Walhlnxmn as the guest

Samuel Powel, ?'ur of Philadel- |

rphla, in the years 1776 and 17 9 mure
;,t:mnrnnce ueppad
slo

r'gllt upon the panes of the tront wia- |
ld\mf of the historic mansion
' h all due raspect to Mr. Klabanuky.
fthe Colonial Dames of America emphati-'
cally deglare 'that 1t most certainly
would not, And _yet, unless patriotic
®Wouls come ;quiokly to the rescue, th(l
§yery thing will occur.
oOwWn on old 8, 34 st stands, or
'nlher leans, an old, three-story-and-a-
fia ! ric ho su ixurlr‘lbesad
"19 antiquate 0oks des: 5
far S o amsmo of Vv oint|,, | SN mAmmoTon Dysows
aint, applled long since, 18 empha-~ . a
‘ufi by’ the spruge, Drosperous appear. | £er,of belng turuea Ly A hog, br
nce ,0f its neighbors on either wside, i
Here ‘and there a pane of ﬁun 18 miss- | == g
'lnn The stone, steps of the little chl- = ey understanw ine Teeling. which, 1o,
onlal stoop ha been discolored by gg- Americans bear toward this hou
and through want of proper care. ’.lho ](lebunsky. in his broken English, “and do
lwn Iﬂll’ngs are Tusted and riekaty. wish to seem & vandal. Nevertheless,
Har ndeed, s to realize tha s | w t uildin, .l.
d\laplda;ev.:) lolll‘li sznk\’ctl;lra wdun onc:‘ the ol hll‘:y hia- B = BaN. idies:3- lows
{scene o rilliant balls - and receptions, understood th ob
‘ang. still more difficult is it to conjure | mxe',,l: ﬁ‘m,nﬁ" Y ;.2%3(():) .::l':‘:'h%.ulgum
of a vision of the, “Father of His Ooun-| " The Golonial Dnms- of America are mak-
try" fAapcing gally with some fair part- 1,, .we,y effort to save the old dwelling.
(/neracross the once polished floors of| 8T 0.rent to them the
nu outcast of a house, which now bears | tron use, which contains the
& “"For Rent” sign, swung carelessly m gton was enter-
From ;ml:{wel;m‘vvvm‘:arw t.t:at this' really t an 1T hl ay_bortlon, which 1s only,
A v WO store h & U
happen, and Is not the production | Orianna st,, he pnd Juns back nensly o
ot §ugu':.°r£°"d b;nln a etlerm‘glgtenme ln(l;lnat;d ;nu if a high enough price
on h wera offered, however, he wo
e Firiie?— Heaturntn. Framal whola houss. .0 pall thy
No definite decision_has ‘been reached,
eures! father,” the letter, yeads, “I|nut ¢ T
late& betn uaveul times abroad raain olonial Dames have
'the General and M X ties each rent
alwnyu lnq\qre. att you ° X“Qnslan
lmolt nﬂecl!onate manner, .nd lpnk. nt The " ]
you hly.  'We danced a
{your blrthtﬂay.”or nlagtml t-k}gul l: S also p pose anis
fcompany together, an old me It was [the preserv:
{the anniversary of his marrlage. 1t was |would |:)eokﬂ.:’g?n 0{ hll!orle place
sjust t'wanty {mr. that nig! Frederick Lew!
%_ Thig letter now ?o
Peunﬁyhanla Hlltorlc. Socjety.
wel who wu
houleu ot Wax w -day that every.
eing done to save th,

e,
“I think it would desecration to

\number miy still be deciphered upon a|the bullding down,” she declared. 'All
metal plate over the door. Years ago the|true Philadelphians hould assist us.in our;
’number was changed to 244. ‘When the|effort 'to save it. This is one of the few
t was one of four or five| bulldings in this city which we know

between | really sheltered Aeprge Washington,

———————

Pz‘le
el h d in the
1all of 1904 was\bought by Wal! chhlnlky.

{ Klebansky is a Russian Hebre
Aot the province of Kovn
¥came to this country t

and became a man ol

s thro\u’h the

haip
brlltleu. whlch e ‘prepared for the un ot
tclothing and brush manufacturers, He
hought the houses at
The forifier 1o USés as his
jres lnd office, the latter he leul.l
as an office bujlding. In the rear of 244 8.
8d st., the old Powel Mumlon he bullt ‘a
!u:tory, where he shapes up his horse hair
and bristles,: This factory wu not large
: enqugh, 80 | Kle muky purchased, two
| years ago, 244 B. st.. which was then
£ owhed by a Freuchmnn. In this he in-
tended to install machinery, and operate
conjunction with his ‘factory. When
was informed of the historic value of
$.he )‘emnted to demolish it e

Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, January 23, 1907

With the kind assistance ofHarry Boonin
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OLD POWEL 'MANSION TO-BEK
COME BUSINESS §TRUCTURK:

- - o 4 .’ M '.v': 3 ¢ 1 " ,""
No. ‘1117 ‘Walnut Btreet 8old for
$66,000—Addition t¢ the Nethen ' -
lands ‘Apartments. Yt

The . historic ‘Powel mansion, st ‘No, 244
Bouth Third street, in the dnwlng room
of Whith GRorgs "Wublnfton Attented
numerous e tnmeng, 8 to Belexten-
sively elod.lnilova usiness structure,.
The owner, Wolf\ Klebonsky, who bow ht
the ? > the Salignac estate
about four yedrs ugod, is having plans pre-
pared by . hitects Watson & Bucke],
which provide for an entirely new ftroat,-
as well as lowering the first floor to the.
street level. This, it is understood, will
|be fitted up for a financial lostitution
which is in the proceds of formation. . The
0ld mansfon is a three-story bfick strhe-
ture of the familiar Colonial pe, and
was built in 1762. In several of the let-
ters written by Mrs. Bache to Benjamin
Franklin, her father, the statetnent is
made that the writer attended receptions
in the old house and danced the minuet
with George Washington. The Society,of
the Colonial Dames during the past few:
years have made several ineffectual at-

tempts to raise funds for the purpose of

retaining the old mansion in {ts original
coundition.

Philadelphia Record, February 26, 1909

With the kind assistance ofHarry Boonin
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South 5th Street, 1915

Photograph from STILL PHILADELPHIA, A photographic History
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o e < 0 e PeE PN - The Metropolitan museum of Art
4 b4 e M “+oif | TN | Acquired the 2nd. Floor
‘ A e : Backroom
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Metropolitan Museum of Art New. Yotk City, 1916 - i91?, Photograph for rebuilding of Powel room

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive: From Metropolitan Museum of At NYC
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Photograph

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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1925
The The Philagelphia Museum of
Acquired the 2nd. Floor: =
ontroom wood working and plaster celli

Philadelphia Society forthe Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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Works: 243, 245°& 247 S. ORIANNA ST.

¥

Russian an’d'Siberian Hbr§efHﬁai‘f and Bf;stle

Manes and all Kinds ol:‘Anim-l

Cable Address i
«KLEBANSKY, PHILADELPHIA”
CODES USED :

WESTERN UNION

5TH EDITION

BENTLEYS
L. D. BELL ‘PHONE, LOMBARD 18-82 ; e
L. D. KEYSTONE "PHONE, MAIN 9080 Philadelphia, Pa.gl!

CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

The Pennsylvania L‘Iiiaeum
Memorial Hall PFairmeunt Park
Philadelphia, Pa.

Gentlemen:

netad centents carefully.

With reference te the ”vremoval;o'f
the feent reem en the secend fleer ef &
weuld prefer te take the matter up with

Inasmuch hewever as eur place ef
Wednesday next ewing te eur Helidays ;
you will cemmunicate with us after that
feel certain that we will be able te
mutual satisfactien, thus with best

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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ANSON|
. Gro&p Meets Today to’” Lay

Plans for Preservation of
Powel House

2

|| NEW SOCIETY IS PLANNED

Members of the Philadelphia
Chapter, American Institute of Archi-
tects, will meet this morning to dis-

B8 | cuss plans for saving from destruc-
], tion the Powel Manslon, 244 South
3| 3a street, one of the oldest houses th
51| the country and scene of much of the
fashionable life of Colonial times.
The meeting will be held in the
offices of Bydney E. Martin, 17th and
k| mansom streets. The house and the
| one at 2¢8 South 3d street are owned
by Wolt Klebansky, head of & horse-
hair and bristle manufsoturer’s cor-
3 s b(

ut any return.
ﬂ; ﬁ he would raze the build-
ings and use the site for a garage.
Yesterday a delegation, by
of 1

tury garden which was formerly one
of the most famousfeatures of the
Powel Mansion. It is planned
to transform the building into & mu-

seum.

“One of the things which we will
discuss at this: meeting,” Mr Duhr-
ing sald, “is the formation of & s0-
clety for the restoration and preser-
vation of many of the city’s neglected
but historically interesting buildings.
At present, most of our famous build-
ings are cared for by various so-
cleties, but there is no organiza-
tion interested in the subject as &
whole.” b!

A committee for the survey of all
old bulldings in all sections of the
city will be formed, Mr Duhring said,
with pans for their preservation.
Funds for this purpose will be raised

by thrcugh popular subscription. vo.

Among those who visited the man-
slon yesterday were Miss Frances A.
Wister, John Barber, J. Btogdell

RY Stokes and John 8. Schwacke, presi-
D dent of the. Philadelphis Ohapter, |P:
American Institute of Architects.

Public Ledger, December 27, 1930

With the kind assistance ofHarry Boonin




January 16, 1931

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive: Powel House Scrapbooks




Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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Photograph with assistance of Dr. David Brownlee




IN LOVING TRIBUTE
T0

FRANCES ANNE WISTER
THROUGH WHOSE UNTIRING EFFORTS
THE RESTORATION OF THE POWEL HOUSE -
WAS MADE POSSIBLE

THE POWEL HOUSE COMMITTEE‘ :

THE POWEL HOUSE BRIDGE AND TEA COMMITTEE

JEPTHA ABBOTT CHAPTER D.A.R.
1931 1956

Photograph & Plaque : Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive



CITY @EaPH FL AP H 1A

Crilul

Bhiladelpbia Suciety
For thye Plrvservation of Haminarks

The Philadelphia Socicty for the Preservation of Landmarks was founded in 1931 by Miss Frances A.
Wister and a group of citizens concemed about the impending distruction of Powel House, the home of

Philadelphia’s “patriot mayor’” Samuel Powel.

Built in 1765, the Powel House was onc of colonial Philadelphia’s most beautiful and elegant homes.
American patriots and forcign ministers alike, from Washington to Lafayette, gathered there to enjoy
hospitality at its most gracious.

The Landmark Socicty’s belief in the importance of preserving the Powel House and its lovely garden
has been more than justified by the delight of the thousands who visit the mansion each ycar. Phila

delphia is proud to cite the achicvements of the Landmark Society in restoring this beautiful and

historic home, and cxtend this official Tribute in recognition.

Mayor

City Representative

Philadelphia Society for Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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Flag raising at the Powel House. Feb. 21th (Presidents Day, 1932),
John Cadwalder, Mrs. George Patterson (dog), H. Louis Duhring

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive




Atheneaum Architectural Drawings Collection: Philadelphia Society forthe Preservation of Landmarks Papers




Philadelphia Society forthe Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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Philadelphia Society forthe Preservation of Landmarks Archive




Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks: Powel House Collections
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Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive




Temple University Archives



Tea and Bridge Committee

Annual Powel House Fundraising
Fashion Show



Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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waltz in

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive




JANUARY, 1966

Women Rally To Collect

Funds For Powel House

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive




Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive




Needlework Exhibition

Annual Powel House Fundraising



Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive

SRS 3 ot L v

One Week More—10 AL M. 1o 5 P. M. Daily

THIRD ANNUAL EXHIBITION

“Needlework of Today

Miniature Rooms and Objects”’




SOME PRIZEWINNERS IN EXHIBIT OF-NEEDLEWORK OF

g

BEGINNER, but already a prizewinner, Miss Bertha Von BAC l\b \h‘l()\ board, an excellent example of modern nee-
Moschzisker displays her needlework which was awarded a dilewo ¥y Mrz. F. Corlie ﬂ‘\lr‘l‘.,l' also caught the fancy of the
vibbon in the exhibit for the benefit of historic Powel House _;-,-1;.. at the exhibit of Needlework of Today Ludaes Pasind

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive
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Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks Archive




“THIS ROOM
RESTORED BY THE
 BRIDGE. \\ID TEA COMMITTEE

'AND"THE 7
VEED‘ EWORK EXHIBITION COMMITTEE
S s
'THE WINDOWS RESTORED
| IN MEMORY OF
'~ THOMAS FISHER
 AND
MIERS FISHER
o UBY
LYDIA FISHER WARNER
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Suggestions for Indirect lightingin Powel Mansion. April 4, 1932

Atheneaum Architectural Drawings Collection: Philadelphia Society forthe Preservation of Landmarks Papers
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Redevelopment
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Photograph with assistance of Dr. David Brownlee




lable 5.3. Sclected demographic data for Society Hill in 1950 and 1980 (Source: Cy

briwsky 1986, p. 29)

Demographic
feature

Population

Average fam-
ily income

Percentage
with high
school degree
Average home
value
Percentage of
houses without
running wailer

Society Hill

1950

(\.Q.\:

IRGOOUSS

5224 US S

:; ]"h

Percentage City
of Philadelphia

1950

0.3% of the total
ciy

62.9% of what an
average Philadel-
phia family eamed

Society Hill

41412088

168,300 US $

¢
0. /%

Percentage City
of Philadelphia

1980
0.3% of the total
ity

Increase of:

252.7%

Increase of:
? l (‘.2'. 0
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J. M Brewer Survey of Philadelphia, Racial and Ethnic Concenfrations Map, 1934

Digital Image with assistance of Amy Hillierand The Free Library of Philadelphia Map Collection
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J.M. BRE\/\/ER SUR\/EY of PRILA.

Racial Concentrations
Jewish talian Colored

Complete or substantially complete 8 P P3| | Approx. date of development
concentration e

" -

Predomination

Minority

i ¢ BT ‘ N N (Doﬂed lines show area referred to bg)

s kil e L placement of age fiqure
! L——:;fﬂj Consplcyous nationality G B et B S
oAl § T :

DB

. T i § nr"—

Location ‘Ratings . Real Estate Sales Prices (as inferred in d

= Highest class residential

= Upper middle class » " 2 A / «A}L» (6) 8 .QL ation of PVOPL t\: sold ana price
in hundreds/ of dollars.

| NAC N iy S

= Middle class resiaential e S

Industrials \

Lower or warking class ‘s 5.

Decadent

I T
*

.
-

HHHHHRRL:

). Df = intermeadiate to above l I ™ Heavy industrial (of type iending to control

Character ¢f. rughborno
Business block (retail) \

i g ndustrial affes : .Uw‘Y~.th-'
Highest class central retail A : character, :?ﬁ :
First class retail (1.e. dept stores,large chain stores etc) P B
Second class retail (good chain store location).
Third class retail (fair business location).

Fourth class retail (very mediocre [ocation). Oiﬂcehq dings, department stores &

rominent theatres.
Fifth class or very poor lbusiness

JuLILIuILIuILIL
TAmMmInrTeIrIr,

Whole sdle business bilock. , saddesn A rial highways or streats

Note :- All location ratings ‘and rawial cpncehtraho :
the opinion only of UMBréwer after c#reful inves

of the location.
J. M Brewer Survey of Philadelphia, Racial and Ethnic Concentrations Map 1934

Digital Image with assistance of Amy Hilierand The Free Library of Philadelphia Map Collection



LEGEND

| housing mvenTory

BEST
STILL DESIRABLE

pECLIMING
HAZARDOQUS
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT _

¢ BUSINESS 8 INDUSTRY

Home Owners Loan Corporation, Philadelphia Map showing “desirability of home ownership”, 1937

Digital Image with assistance of Amy Hillier




roup Seeks Backers
Lo ‘Save’ Society Hill

By THOMAS WERNER

MORE WILLINGNESS'

I ’ y
STEP UP CAMPAIGN

The Philadelphia Inquirer
Monday, January 25, 1965
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Plan for redevelopmentof Historic area, drawn by'Roy F.‘Lareon, 1937

With kind assistance from Dr. Paula Spilner
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Photograph with assistance of Dr. David Browlnee







Photograph with assistance of Dr. Paula Spilner: LandmarksWalking Tours Slide Archive
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Photograph with assistance of Dr. Paula Spilner:




Photograph with assistance of Dr. Paula Spilner: LandmarksWalking Tours Slide Archive
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The Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks: The History and Impact on the
Philadelphia Preservation Movement.

Life and Impact of Ms. Frances Anne Wister.

Role of women, minorities and marginalized sub-cultures in the historic preservation
movement of Philadelphia.

The Social History of Society Hill

The Washington Square east Redevelopment Process and results. Greenbelts vs density.

The role of the Powel House in the re-development of Society Hill.
Immigrant Populations and the impact of Society Hill redevelopment.
The inclusion of the ordinary and the discarded in preservation.
Historic interpretation as a “decorated shed”.

10. History and impact of Elizabeth Willing Powel and women on the forming of the nation.




