




INSET:  Plan  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  1796  by  John  Hills.    Powel  House  and  estate  “a”.
The  City  of  Philadelphia,  Third  Street  looking  NW  from  Spruce,  1800  by  William  Birch



SAMUEL  POWEL
Born  1739;;  Died1793

ELIZABETH  WILLING      POWEL
Born  1743;;  Died  1830

JOHN  HARE  POWE  
(JOHN  POWEL  HARE)
Born  1786;;  Died1856

1775  mayor
1789    again  chosen  mayor.  
Speaker  of  the  Pennsylvania  Senate  in  
1792
1785  first  president  of  the  Philadelphia  
society  for  promoting  agriculture,  
Manager  of  the  Pennsylvania  hospital

Confidant  to  George  &  Martha  Washington
Political  “lobbyist”
“social  connector”
Family  ties  to  Philadelphia  Politics  and  
Commerce

"the  handsomest  man  ever  seen."



John  Adams Marquis  de  Lafayette Dr.  Benjamin  Rush

Ben  Franklin George  Washington Martha  Washington



With a population of approximately 55,000 in 1793, Philadelphia was America's largest city, its
capital and its busiest port. The first fatalities appeared in July and the numbers grew steadily.
Victims initially experienced pains in the head, back and limbs accompanied by a high fever.
These symptoms would often disappear, leaving a false sense of security. Shortly, the disease
would announce its return with an even more severe fever and turn the victim's skin a ghastly
yellow while he vomited black clots of blood. Death soon followed as the victim slipped into a
helpless stupor. A good portion of the population, along with members of Congress, President
Washington and his Cabinet, abandoned the city. The disease subsided and finally disappeared
with the arrival of cold weather in November.

From  JULY  1793   to  NOVEMBER   1793     it  is  estimated  that  4,000  died.  
(Mayor  Samuel  Powel  died  on  September  29,  1793.)



Hexamer  -­ Locher  Map,    1860  
Map  with  the  assistance  of    Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  Map  Collection



400  block  Spruce  St.  shows  the  then  Baptist  
church  as  recently  remodeled  (now  Spruce  St.  
Synagogue).    1860

West  side,  300  block  of  4th  St.    1860  

Photographs  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Paula  Spilner





Hexamer  -­ Locher  Map,    1897  
Map  with  the  assistance  of    Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  Map  Collection



South  4th  Street,  1890’s  looking  toward  South  Street  
Photograph  from  STILL  PHILADELPHIA,  A  photographic  History



With  the  kind  assistance  of  Harry  Boonin  

Realty  Registry(1927/  1928)

246  South  3rd.  Street
Purchased  by  Wolf  Klebancsky  on  May  1899

$9,400

242  &  244  South  3rd.  Street
Purchased  by  Wolf  Klebansky  on  May  1903

$23,000
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Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin,  January  23,  1907
With  the  kind  assistance  of  Harry  Boonin  



Philadelphia  Record,  February  26,  1909
With  the  kind  assistance  of  Harry  Boonin  



Hexamer  -­ Lochner  Map,    1915  
Map  with  the  assistance  of    Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  Map  Collection



South  5th  Street,  1915
Photograph  from  STILL  PHILADELPHIA,  A  photographic  History



Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Landmarks  Archive:  From  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  NYC

1917 
The Metropolitan museum of Art
Acquired the 2nd. Floor
Back room

Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  New  York  City,  1916  -­ 1917,  Photograph  for  rebuilding  of  Powel  room
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Photograph  from  Franklin  D.  Edmunds,  1908
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1925
The The Philadelphia Museum of Art

Acquired the 2nd. Floor
front room wood working and plaster ceiling

Photograph  from  Franklin  D.  Edmunds,  1908
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Photograph  from  Franklin  D.  Edmunds,  1908 Photograph  from  Franklin  D.  Edmunds,  1908
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Public  Ledger,  December  27,  1930
With  the  kind  assistance  of  Harry  Boonin  



Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Landmarks  Archive:  Powel  House  ScrapbooksPhiladelphia  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Landmarks  Archive
January  16,  1931
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Photograph  with  assistance  of  Dr.  David  Brownlee



Photograph  &  Plaque  :  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Landmarks  Archive
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Flag  raising  at  the  Powel  House.    Feb.  21th  (Presidents  Day,  1932)



Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Landmarks  Archive

Flag  raising  at  the  Powel  House.    Feb.  21th  (Presidents  Day,  1932),
John  Cadwalder,  Mrs.  George  Patterson  (dog),  H.  Louis  Duhring
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Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Landmarks:  Powel  House  Collections
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Temple  University  Archives



Tea  and  Bridge  Committee

Annual  Powel  House  Fundraising
Fashion  Show
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Needlework  Exhibition

Annual  Powel  House  Fundraising
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Withdrawing    Room
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Dining  Room
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Suggestions  for  Indirect  lighting  in  Powel  Mansion.  April  4,  1932
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Part  II.    Powel  House  &  Society  Hill  
Redevelopment

Thoughts    on  Preservation



Photograph  with  assistance  of  Dr.  David  Brownlee





Digital  Image    with  assistance  of    Amy  Hillier  and  The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  Map  Collection

J.  M  Brewer  Survey  of  Philadelphia,  Racial  and  Ethnic  Concentrations  Map,  1934



Digital  Image    with  assistance  of    Amy  Hillier  and  The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  Map  Collection

J.  M  Brewer  Survey  of  Philadelphia,  Racial  and  Ethnic  Concentrations  Map,  1934



Digital  Image    with  assistance  of    Amy  Hillier

Home  Owners  Loan  Corporation,  Philadelphia  Map  showing  “desirability  of  home  ownership”,  1937  



The  Philadelphia  Inquirer
Monday,  January  25,  1965
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With  kind  assistance  from  Dr.  Paula  Spilner

Plan  for  redevelopment  of  Historic  area,  drawn  by  Roy  F.  Larson,  1937





Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Landmarks  Archive



Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Landmarks  Archive





Photograph  with  assistance  of  Dr.  David  Browlnee





Photograph  with  assistance  of  Dr.  Paula  Spilner:    Landmarks  Walking  Tours  Slide  Archive
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100 lifetimes of research
1. The Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of Landmarks: The History and Impact on the 

Philadelphia Preservation Movement.

2. Life and Impact of Ms. Frances Anne Wister.

3. Role of women, minorities and marginalized sub-cultures in the historic preservation 
movement of Philadelphia.

4. The Social History of Society Hill

5. The Washington Square east Redevelopment Process and results.  Greenbelts vs density.

6. The role of the Powel House in the re-development of Society Hill.

7. Immigrant Populations and the impact of Society Hill redevelopment.

8. The inclusion of the ordinary and the discarded in preservation.

9. Historic interpretation as a “decorated shed”.

10.  History and impact of Elizabeth Willing Powel and women on the forming of the nation.


